MAT.                           390
on several occasions disclaims all intention to interfere with those things which had reference merely to the civil authority; yet, observe, when the Pharisees appeal to him on a doubtful disputation, growing out of their allowance of divorce, he does not, as on another occasion, put the question aside by asking who made hini a judge in such matters, but he instantly exercises his judicial authority without reservation, thereby, by that very fact, declaring that GOB, not Csesar, or the state, is the supreme authority, to whose tribunal the decision with respect to matrimony belongs. He pronounces the vital principle of marriage to be the making of twain one flesh, and expressly declares that it is by GOD'S joining them together that this blending of their natoe takes effect, and that the contract, once made, is on this account inviolable, nay, he declares it to be an exempt jurisdiction reserved by GOB exclusively to himself, and not to be modified, or in any respect invaded by human authority. Mans law indeed may compel male and female together, but as the Church declares, on the authority of our LOKB, it is their being joined together by GOB, and as GOB'S law doth allow, that in his sight makes their matrimony lawful.
Indeed the Scriptures from first to last, envelop this union with a sacred and mysterious solemnity. In the first marriage, that of Adam and Eve, GOB himself was the minister who officiated, even GOB, who by that very act, instituted the ordinance, and stamped it as a Divine, and not a mere human contract. The whole proceeding, with respect to the marriage of Adam and Eve, is related under circumstances calculated to awaken the most solemn attention. As to the other creatures of His hand, they were produced by a fiat of the ALMIGHTY will, (male and female of every species,) a corporeal and instinctive adaptation to herd together, being the bounds of their perfection. But in the case of the human species, a course very far removed from this compendious process was observed : the man was first formed a splendidly gifted individual, who soon is made to feel his social wants, (by a survey of all GOB'S creatures mated except himself,) and to express by that plaintive reference to his own comparative destitution with which